
Sponsor Handbook

Letter of Designation for Care of a Minor (If parent or legal guardian wishes to specify)

A flyer warning sponsors of potential fraud schemes

The care provider is available to help the potential sponsor complete the application. ORR may require
certain sponsors to fill out the FRA and other documents based on concerns related to safety, including

sponsor motivation. ORR may in its discretion require the sponsor to submit their own FRA if there has

been a safety concern identified that indicates that the sponsor should file the FRA without the case
managerʼs assistance OR if the sponsor indicates that they prefer to submit the FRA by themselves.

The care provider case manager or other care provider staff or volunteer may assist the sponsor by filling
out the FRA with a sponsor over the phone.

The case manager or other care provider staff or volunteer must read the attestation of perjury that is found

in the FRA to the sponsor. The completed FRA is sent to the sponsor for verification. Sponsors must verify
and sign the FRA and submit back to the case manager with any corrections. Copies, including

photographs, and/or electronic signatures are accepted. 
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2.2.4 Required Documents for Submission with the Sponsor Application

In addition to completing and signing the Sponsor Application and the Authorization for Release of
Information (ARI), potential sponsors must provide documentation of identity, address, and relationship to

the child they seek to sponsor.  Potential sponsors must also submit documentation verifying the identity
of the children they seek to sponsor, proof of income, and evidence verifying the identity of all adults

residing with the potential sponsor and all adult caregivers identified in a sponsor care plan. In addition to
their use as evidence of the foregoing, all documentation submitted under this section are used as part of

the overall sponsor assessment process. See Section 2.4 Sponsor Assessment Criteria and Home
Studies. As a result, ORR may in its discretion require potential sponsors to submit additional
documentation beyond the minimums specified below.

Proof of Sponsor Identity
To verify their identity, all potential sponsors must submit original, unexpired versions or legible full color

photocopies, digital scans, or high-resolution digital photos of government-issued identification

documents. They must present at least one (1) selection from list of acceptable identification documents
below.

LIST OF ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTS
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https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-program-policy-guide-guide-terms#casemanager
https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-program-policy-guide-guide-terms#casemanager
https://acf.gov/orr/resource/children-entering-the-united-states-unaccompanied-section-2#2.4
https://acf.gov/orr/resource/children-entering-the-united-states-unaccompanied-section-2#2.4


U.S. Passport or U.S. Passport Card

Permanent Resident Card or Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form I-551)

Foreign passport that contains a temporary I-551 stamp or temporary I-551 printed notation

on a machine-readable immigrant visa

Employment Authorization Document that contains a photograph (Form I-766)

Foreign passport with Form I-94 or Form I-94A with Arrival-Departure Record, and containing

an endorsement to work

Passport from the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) or the Republic of the Marshall Islands

(RMI) with Form I-94 or Form I-94A indicating nonimmigrant admission under the Compact of
Free Association Between the United States and the FSM or RMI

Driverʼs license or ID card issued by a U.S. state or outlying possession of the United States

provided it contains a photograph or information such as a name, date or birth, gender,
height, eye color, and address

ID card issued by U.S. federal, state or local government agencies or entities, provided it
contains a photograph or information such as name, date of birth, gender, height, eye color,

and address

U.S. Military card or draft record

U.S. Military dependentʼs ID card

U.S. Coast Guard Merchant Mariner Card

Native American tribal document

Driverʼs license issued by a Canadian government authority

For Category 1 Sponsors Only: Any deviation from this requirement must be supported by clear justification

and exceptions may be made on a case-by case basis by HHS ORR Headquarters.

Proof of Identification of Adult Household Members and Adult Caregivers Identified in a Sponsor Care
Plan

As a general matter, ORR prioritizes the placement of unaccompanied children with parents and legal
guardians available to provide care and custody in the United States (i.e., Category 1 sponsors).  All

potential sponsors must submit at least one (1) identification document that contains a photograph for all

such adults. The document must be from the list of acceptable documents above and must be an
unexpired original version or a legible full color photocopy, digital scan, or digital photo of a government-

issued photo ID. 

Proof of Address

https://acf.gov/orr/policy-guidance/unaccompanied-children-program-policy-guide-guide-terms#Placements



