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San Diego, CA Change 

Lanes will be reduced at the busy commercial port in Otay Mesa and businesses
on the American side of the border are bracing for the impact of a potential closure
of the U.S.-Mexico border by the Trump Administration.

The Otay Mesa Port of Entry is trafficked heavily by 18-wheel trucks carrying
cargo between the two countries, roughly $42 billion worth of goods each year,

CBP Reduces Lanes at Otay Mesa POE, Businesses Brace for
Full Closure
By Joe Little
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CBP announced they would reduce their commercial lanes from 10 to eight, potentially affecting
businesses. NBC 7's Liberty Zabala reports. (Published Wednesday, April 3, 2019)

 

This is beyond WiFi. 
This is xFi.

Learn More

TRENDING STORIES

1
Southern California Tickled
by Tiny Tremors Every 3
Minutes

VIDEO

2
Police Investigating

the Disappearance of
National City Man

VIDEO

3
Little Italy Bar Security

Guard Shoots Patron After
Fight

VIDEO

4
US Government Says

'Several' Americans Killed in
Sri Lanka

VIDEO

5
City Heights Tenants

Stunned by Notice of 75%
Rent Increase

WEATHER FORECAST

CBP Reduces
Commercial Lanes
at Otay Mesa POE

Now Playing

Extended Video: Port
Authority
Commissioner Rants
at Cops 
NBC 4 New York

Up Next

Caught on Cam:
Sledgehammer
Attack 
NBC10 Philadelphia

Lincoln Square
Celebrates Small
Business Saturday 
NBC 5 Chicago

 

1:28 / 1:29 Share

Home News Weather SportsWrap Entertainment  60 ConnectLIVE TV °

Local U.S. & World California

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvFjcbAE6XSRL0YnFFtIR2A9xefppxI8ksqsfWi4E51HjlmIY60zAfXndcgB6vDANjSTRmsnMyOe8HmN2qwM1wZ3Uo_7KDbwnjpIsf7C79RMxFnu3sO5eTtHMCIbP_dDyGtgbK_k5YZm9QgrG_oE-c_9wtXyK--2TXq-VmijHMz1pmryRz_zhiG_t1hcwDplHTCDYNegf-KLXOWcVLuAIA75tmdPtn19Hkkp8Hoj3cItedY03QHKJYTNrI9NwTYiG2dpNrcTA&sai=AMfl-YQt4Qsyl25VMkNMe2PKxmROKLJz5AUs1GA0oY9vWa7gaCPuY3463Hqtf4bHazRi8Vi7e0IfK5Moi2TDnezryA7XpWll8a5WCtx4mmMIQVGWD0sgeQcN7boffjs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFNMK6wiVVLm&adurl=http://www.xfinity.com/xfi&nm=2
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Otay-Mesa-POE-Commercial-Lanes-Reduced-Businesses-Brace-for-Impact-508053761.html
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Otay-Mesa-POE-Commercial-Lanes-Reduced-Businesses-Brace-for-Impact-508053761.html&text=CBP%20Reduces%20Lanes%20at%20Otay%20Mesa%20POE,%20Businesses%20Brace%20for%20Full%20Closure&via=nbcsandiego
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/results/?keywords=%22Joe+Little%22&byline=y&sort=date
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Southern-California-Tickled-Every-3-Minutes-508793931.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Southern-California-Tickled-Every-3-Minutes-508793931.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Police-Investigating-the-Disappearance-of-National-City-Man-508840011.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Police-Investigating-the-Disappearance-of-National-City-Man-508840011.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Little-Italy-El-Camino-Bar-Security-Guard-Shoots-Patron-Fight-India-Street-San-Diego-508847981.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Little-Italy-El-Camino-Bar-Security-Guard-Shoots-Patron-Fight-India-Street-San-Diego-508847981.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/national-international/Sri-Lanka-Church-Hotel-Attack-Blast-508863891.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/national-international/Sri-Lanka-Church-Hotel-Attack-Blast-508863891.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/City-Heights-Tenants-Stunned-by-Notice-of-75-Rent-Increase-508835921.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/City-Heights-Tenants-Stunned-by-Notice-of-75-Rent-Increase-508835921.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/weather
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/weather
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/sports
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/entertainment
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Otay-Mesa-POE-Commercial-Lanes-Reduced-Businesses-Brace-for-Impact-508053761.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/live
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/weather
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Otay-Mesa-POE-Commercial-Lanes-Reduced-Businesses-Brace-for-Impact-508053761.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/national-international/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/california


4/21/2019 CBP Reduces Lanes at Otay Mesa POE, Businesses Brace for Full Closure - NBC 7 San Diego

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Otay-Mesa-POE-Commercial-Lanes-Reduced-Businesses-Brace-for-Impact-508053761.html 2/4

NEWSLETTERS

 60  

Broken
Clouds
Feels Like 60 

Radar Forecast Maps

Receive the latest local updates in your inbox

Privacy policy | More Newsletters

according to statistics from the San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG). 

On Tuesday, U.S. Customs and Border Protection officials announced they would
reduce the number of commercial lanes that these trucks frequent from 10 to eight
and would suspend after-hours services.

The changes come as some of the port's border patrol officers are reassigned; the
Trump administration said on Monday up to 2,000 inspectors from border
crossings would be pulled to handle a surge of families arriving at the U.S.- Mexico
border, many of them Central American asylum seekers.

With the threat of a southern border shutdown, many in Otay Mesa are bracing for the economic impact
it would bring. NBC 7’s Joe Little has more. (Published Tuesday, April 2, 2019)

President Donald Trump has threatened to shut down the southern border if illegal
immigration into the U.S. is not halted, though on Wednesday he said progress
has been made with Mexico to address the problem.

"Let's see if they keep it done," he said of Mexico. "Now, if they don't, or if we don't
make a deal with Congress, the border's going to be closed, 100%." 

Mariana Vincent, a U.S. customs broker based in Otay Mesa, is worried how the
lane reduction -- or even a full closure -- would affect her business, 80% or more
of which comes from across the border.

ICYMI: San Diego Weekend News Digest for April 20

"My business will for sure be affected in the short term but the most affected would
be my clients," Vincent said.

Merchandise is dropped off by Mexican truckers at her border-adjacent warehouse
and sits until a U.S. trucking company to pick it up and transport the items to their
final destination.

"If a Mexican company cannot ship their product, sometimes the U.S. company
cannot finish the final product. It affects both sides of the border," she explained. 

Little Italy Bar Security Guard Shoots Patron After Fight

Alejandra Mier y Teran, the executive director for the Otay Mesa Chamber of
Commerce, said that a full closure to the border would mean "absolutely
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Otay Mesa Braces for Potential Border Closure
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devastating" consequences to 1,200 San Diego businesses that have employees
on the southern side of the border.

"It would basically put our organizations, our companies at a halt if our employees
can’t come to work," Mier y Teran said. 

For now, Vincent is hoping the closure doesn't happen but is coming up with a plan
to find her employees places to sleep on the U.S. side of the border in case it
does. 
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