
June 14, 2007

your June 11, 2007 letter co-signed by St~nator Joseph I. Liebe:rrnan and
An~r"t",':h.~£:J>"'·'t*'~f'j~'t,..t,~, I{osaDe furo, regarding a Imnligration and ,CUSt()Il1S E.nforcetnent

~tnrnl.~ral.tloin t~'jr'\.+.n.'f"'~"il.{:)"Y'f'\,on'f o,peration that occurred in Ne'\v Ha'len.,Col111ecticut, on
""""_."..""",.,,,,~,,, .... Liebermana.nd.Representative 'DeL,auro receive separate, J~~;l.t'"tVU·l

t:'f't¥~t-i';l·,n·l:t is to identi t [ocate" arrest,and renl0ve f.'... ·1<*l·'¥'t"\'!·l''\''''lf

VIC)lat:or~)rr01l1the lJnited States. use leads other
ultel1]tgenCt~-1j"ase~a 11',\1'·'i'''i-t''\-''1i,(o')l·1£''i.1'"'t to fInd, arrest, a.nd. rell10ve '\;vho have been, ordered to leave

an inl111igration Jud.ge ord.ered relnoved through an ahenlat,e immigration
failed to cornply.

there vvas funding in place ft1f 52 teanlS.. '1)uringFY Congress provid.ed
an tealns~ increasing the' totalnu.m.ber offu.ocled teaulS to 75. of

tealTIS are operational. These teanlS are being d·eployed atD'R() (Jffices
and each of the 24 IJRl) Field ()tllces vviHhave at least one

Fu:rther~ on. 26,2006, IC;.E began Operation Return to Sender~ a natiOH\¥ide interior
enforcenlent initiative applies an organized and ll:lethodicala.pproach to the id.e:nti '.:ation,
locationt and arrest of fugitive aliens. Conducted as part ofI(~E'sNation.al Fugitive ()perations



Progranl (NFOP), Operation Return to Sender combinesNFOP resources \vith those of other
Federal, State, and localla\v enforcernent entities toeHnlinate the backlog of ICE fugitive cases.

you inquired about the HIning ofIC:E's operation in Nevv ·Haven 811d\vhether the
''''"t~t'''ajt-1nf''l;0 are determined based ()n intel1igel1ceabout specific individuals. FOTs act

ultieHJ.2en,c~;;-oaSt;~a data gathered through la\\! enforcement 'chanllels.Onc.e
111IlCUIgcIlce is gathered on sc·'veral fugitives located\vit.bin tile g:ame general vicinity~ a FOT \-viII
de op an operational an for the s\vift and safe arrest oftbefugitive aliel1s in the most fIscally
efficient 'Vi/ay ~ As .II:~ 2007, 29 i1. al "ens ·"vere arrested as a result of thise:nforc.ernent

ofe 29 aliens an~ested v'vere ··i'Ves \vitb outstanding orders ofre:IDo·val. T'he
aliens \vere arrested at targeted locations of the operation,.

I "van! to elupllasize that it is .11.ot our policy tor F()]~s to conduct Hraids," or take' an ad 110C
approac.h to enforcing immigration la\v; rather, the policy is t.o focus elr ,efforts on. specific
fugitive aliens at specific According to ICE policy, FOTs .prioritize efforts

·f-A.llrH'I:?'i~H""t criteria order of pri.ority): fugiti\tes \¥ho are a to national CC!<·('*1H""lt"t'lt}*

a to the comnlunity:: fugitives \vho \vere con~v'icted

f""f"1·!t"t"l1,··!,,,tll re,cords; and, non~,critnir fugiti\/es.

~"'I'_;'.:"I~A'\..><.J •..l.i..a,.J.~ as to identity or request for identification does not constitute a Fourth l\mendrnent
vidual bein.g intervievved rnust volullta:rily a.gree to reln.ain during questloruD1g.

for further questioning, ho·,vever, the inlflligration. officer must have
t"~tJ~C:~ArHt!~"'\I?:* C't·.':H"·1.("l1f·"n that the incHvidual has coolmitted a crinl.e, is a~n alien is un~la\~vrUl1V

status who :is either inad.n.lissible or reulovable franl t United States, or
is a :is required to provide truthful infolmation t.oOI-IS upon deman.d~

8 C.F~R. § 214~ addition, section 264(e) of the INr\, 8 U.S.C. § .1 {e), requires aliens
18 years ofage and old.er to carry proof ofalien registration at all tinles~ ilure to carry such
proof is a Inisdemea.nor p'ullishable by up to 30 days in im.prisonol.ent and a :fine of$100.

n.o tilne any ICEF I~s enter a d\velling vvithout consent ?'[0 ensure consent \vas obtained
kno\vingly and voluntarily frorn the dwel.ling"s occupant, each tearn had a Spanish speaking
officer assigned to it ",After consent \vas obtained, the occupant was asked how nlany other
individuals '\vere in the h()use~ If other persons \\fere present,. fhose fndividuals \vere asked to
conlC into a common area for ofIicer safety~
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officers ascertained during this questioning vv'hether therevvere allY hunlanitarian COllcems
scene of arrest by asking th.ose arrest.ed if they 'had any 111edica.l conditions or c.hild care

agents did not take any children into custody and ensured no childvvas lett
t!n,att~~n(~e:a "'·.t.~··"'jt.""·I.-$-~ a parent or caregiver. In one: instance, ICE officers stayed \vith an

been left home alone by h·er parents and a\vaite~ the father's arrival

address and telephone number of the local office at
",Uhh!.'~·f..ti>nh""'\ll't~ ofthose arrested. Family rnembers '~\tere

a fei\! hours before they '\vould k.no\;v definitively in \vhich
..t ..I.""" ''I.<''~'io;;'~ as to be processed and transported to those

a nlatter of policy, those arrested ~~vitholIt. outstanding\\larrants of Removal "vere
legal i\dditional1y, once ,proc.essed, tIle opportunity to make

I,focal IC,E: oftices routinely provid,e infonnation to attorneys 8StO

not coordinate social· service agencies prior to or after the operation as
Cll1l1(1l~en. \verenot taken nor \\rere left \\lith,out 8, parent or caregiver.

course ofany otlicial1arge...scale: operation., are to contact
'lu.rlSCllctlon over the ,lrea of operations prior to cornUlenc.ement
J ..1.1Ad~,.;;JV,l'~'1' additional support" and ()n the

en:tbrcenlent '\vascalled 1 hour and 15 minutes after
operation.

llartfi)rdFugiti'lC Operation Supervisor speak \'lith her superior~

activities the city. ithin days, the Fugiti\re
spoke toLl. Re:ddillg.. 'Ihe llartford .Fu,gitive ()p,eration Supervisor "vvas

I11forn1cd that: Reddin,g \vould spea.k. \vith Chief r (Jperations in order to
hiln 1110re information. I~t. R,edding never contacted the Hartford F'ugitive ()peration

Supervisor a ,J, ..... .;"".11.-/ ........ ;o..~.'....? ... ~

the Hartford Fugitive Operation Supervisor consulted \vith the liartford Assistant
Oftlce Director (}\FOD), it was decided that the 'Ne\v FlavenPoliceDepartment\votdd be given
a. courtesy on themOl11iIlg of the operation and there\vould not be a requ.est for assistance
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fronl the Police Departnlent. "'rhis call\vas placed to Ne\vHaven Dispatch at
approximately 7:]5 a.ln. on June 6, 2007.

I ,vant to assure
of Nevil

tilcre is 110 relatio.nshipbet\veen th.eoperation's execution date and the City
i111nligration policy.

interest t.his lll.atter. Please be assured that officials at DRS a.nd ICE take
nllscond·uct seriously and\vil1 fully investigate all allegations. If I lllay be

.aSSlst,mc1e", please contact th.e Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 447-5890.

Sitlcerely~
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