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" Scoop: In April, ICE sent 2 directives to law enforcement agencies across
Texas, informing them that they must consult with the federal agency
before responding to records requests — even if the records are property of
the local agency

‘Fairly unprecedented’: ICE memos to Texas police aim to evade state...
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In April, an officer w/ the Big Sandy Police Department stopped a man for
what was likely a traffic violation, according to immigration attorney Belinda
Arroyo

The man was detained for 2 hours

Big Sandy Police has an agreement with ICE to help arrest undocumented
migrants
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But when Arroyo submitted a records request with the Big Sandy Police
Department seeking records on the encounter, police chief David Easterling
said he consulted with ICE and declined to release records about the
encounter

The police chief told Arroyo to file a FOIA with ICE
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Bill Aleshire, an open records expert, said Easterling violated the state’s
open records law if he didn’t seek a ruling from @TXAG before declining to
release the records

It’s unclear if Easterling reached out to @TXAG. He didn’t respond to
multiple requests for comment

Aleshire reviewed Easterling’s response to the
records request and said the police chief
violated state law if he asked anyone besides
the attorney general’s office whether to

release the records.

Easterling did not respond to two phone calls

or an email asking why he consulted with a
federal agency and not the attorney general’s
office when declining to release records on the

encounter.

The attorney general’s office, which enforces
the state’s open records law, did not respond
to a phone call, email or text message asking if
the agency had received a request for a ruling

from the Big Sandy Police Department.
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Big Sandy Police is one of at least 300 agencies in Texas that has a
287(g) agreement with ICE.

ICE declined to say if it sent the 2 directives to every law enforcement
agency in Texas

Here are the 2 directives ICE sent out

From:

. Sent: Friday, April 24,"2026 T:49
From: ERO 287(9) — Subject: CLARIFICATION: Prohibition on unilateral release of Pll and other ICE data
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2026 1:26 PM

Subject: Prohibition on unilateral release of Pll and other ICE data Greetings 287(g) partners,

We'd like to provide clarification on the three items below, based on responses to our recent email.

Greetings 287(g) partners, e Correct FOIA email address for 287(g) information requests

e Alertyour Field Program Manager to any information request
e Categories regarding documents/information release

An important reminder that, as stated in the 287(g) Memorandum of Agreement, “Information obtained
or developed as a result of this MOA, including any documents created by the LEA that contain TORSiGUid priia _ e QS sl pUinsR il

request for 287(g)-related information from media, individuals, or organizations. Even if you do not

information developed or obtained as a result of this MOA, is under the control of ICE...” This need guidance, you must contact the ERO FOIA team prior to any release of federal records or
. wips . . 2s on jointly owned records (explained below), as required by law, the Memorandums of Agreement,
includes all Personally Identifiable Information (Pll) or 287(g) numbers, calculations, or statistics and shyspplical e Sarics Aiireements:

obtained by your agency.

If you receive a 287(g)-related information request, contact your local ICE ERO Field Program

Mangge who can help coordinate with the ICE ERO Field Office for assistance. Reach out
This prohibition on the release of Pll and other numerical data by TFM partner agencies is reiterated in the o %WO“‘"C hotsUEsWhHoYoUE qgerey aRRM s,

Service Agreement that operational LEAs Sign: “Information obtained or developed because of this The ERO FOIA team has identified three broad categories of records or information for which our
agreement is under the control of ICE and is subject to public disclosure only pursuant to the EawEnforcemantAgancy (LEA] partriess migHEreeaive raunsks:

(1) Federal records, such as any training materials that ICE provided, detention records for
provisions of applicable Federal laws (such as FOIA), regulations, and Executive Orders or as ICE detainees, etc.
) e These requests must be referred to ICE ERO by the LEA partner, or the requesters
ordered by a COUI’t. need to submit the request for those records to ICE through the normal Freedom of
Information Act process.

. gieay 5 p 2 - . i ) (2) Jointly owned records, such as contracts, agreements, invoices, emails, or any other
This prohibition on your agency’s unilateral release of ICE information is expansive and should guide your records going back and forth between the LEA partner and ICE along with any internal

agency’s actions. Please keep it in mind particularly in situations when information sharing might local law enforcement documents that contain ICE/ERO information.
s = " . . e These need to be compiled by the LEA partner, processed and redacted in
otherW|se take plaCe, SUCh as press Conferences, press releases, medla ride alongs, social media accordance with state statutes, and then must be sent to ERO FOIA for consultation

postings, and in response to FOIA requests. prlortorsisasy.
e The 287(g) MOA states “Nothing herein limits LEA’s compliance with state public

records laws regarding those records that are solely state records and not ICE

If your agency receives FOIA requests, sunshine law requests, or other similar requests for 287(g)-related ecerda: " Rowaver,ance enyracord comalneCE, ERO, onalion nformatin;or
data, itis no longer a “solely state record”; it becomes a joint record and is subject

information from media, organizations, or individuals, you should immediately consult with the ICE FOIA to federal statutes under FOIA and 8 C.F.R. § 236.6.

. . - . . (3) Records containing only general statistics, such as total number detained, or only local
office )’ ICE Public Affair )’ oryour local Field Office information, such as salary distributions and number of credentialed officers.
Directof. YOU can also reach out to the email box for additional guidance. * These requests can be handled solely by the LEA partner.

Sincerely,
ICE 287(g) Team

This communication is UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (U//FOUOQ). It contains information that may be Ifyou have any questions about this, don’t hesitate to reach out.
exempt from public release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). It is to be controlled, stored, handled,
transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with DHS policy relating to FOUO information and is not to be
released to the public or other personnel who do not have a valid "need-to-know" without prior approval of an authorized
DHS official. No portion of this communication should be furnished to the media, either in written or verbal form.

Sincerely,

ICE 287(g) Team

re
DHS official. No portion of this communication should be furnished to the media, either in written or verbal form.
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H/T to @MonigueOMadan who first reported that ICE was telling state law
enforcement in Florida and Texas to filter records requests to them
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By the careless stroke of his pen @GovWesMoore likewise signed 287(g)
into “law” w/disastrous results; @Rockville411 dirty cops, in cahoots
w/@ICEgov & @MDGOP targeted me 4 harassment & abuse Sept 2024.
Beat, then jailed sans cause-this innocent @\dVeterans 48+ hrs; | almost
died
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