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‘Cleaning House': HUD Orders
Immediate Citizenship Verification
for All Tenants in HUD-Funded
Housing Nationwide

WASHINGTON - Following a Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
and Department of Homeland Security (DHS) audit into all tenants across HUD-
funded housing nationwide, HUD discovered nearly 200,000 tenants requiring
eligibility verification, nearly 25,000 deceased tenants, and nearly 6,000 ineligible
non-American tenants.

HUD announced that all Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) and owners participating
in HUD-funded housing have 30 days to take corrective action to address these
findings.

“We will leave no stone unturned,” said Secretary Scott Turner. “We are proud to
collaborate with DHS to execute on the President’s agenda of rooting out abuse of
taxpayer funded resources. Ineligible non-citizens have no place to receive welfare
benefits. With this new directive and audit, HUD is putting new processes in place to
safeguard taxpayer resources and put the American people first.”

“Today’s action to verify the immigration eligibility of all HUD-assisted households is
a major step forward to ensure we put American families first and eliminate waste,
fraud, and abuse,” said HUD Assistant Secretary of Public and Indian Housing Ben
Hobbs. “There are hundreds of thousands of American families on housing waitlists
across the country. It is essential we prioritize our limited resources to eligible
families only.”
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This directive is the follow up to a letter (/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PHA-Letter-
on-Citizenship-and-Immigration-Status-Verification.pdf) HUD sent to PHAs and
owners last month reminding them of their legal obligation under Section 214 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 (Section 214) and President
Trump’s Executive Order 14218, Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/ending-taxpayer-
subsidization-of-open-borders/), to verify the citizenship and immigration status of
all individuals prior to admission to HUD-assisted housing.

HUD Secretary Scott Turner and DHS Secretary Kristi Noem signed the “American
Housing Programs for American Citizens” (/news/hud-no-25-046) Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) early last year to end the wasteful misappropriation of taxpayer
dollars to benefit illegal aliens instead of American citizens. As a result of the MOU,
HUD and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) completed, for the first
time, an upload of all HUD Section 8 and Section 9 tenant files to Systematic Alien
Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) for immigration status verification.

Within the next 30 days, PHAs and owners must review their EIV-SAVE Tenant Match
Report, verify that they have accurately reported individuals’ citizenship or
immigration status to determine eligibility, and initiate corrective actions. PHAs and
owners who fail to comply with the established requirements will be subject to
sanctions. HUD will recapture funding for payments made on behalf of ineligible and
deceased tenants.

Read the full letter (/sites/default/files/PIH/documents/PHA-Letter-on-EIV-
Report.pdf)

Follow @SecretaryTurner on X (https://x.com/SecretaryTurner), FB
(https://www.facebook.com/secretaryturner), and Instagram
(https://www.instagram.com/secretaryturner).

Follow @HUDgov on X (https://x.com/HUDgov), FB
(https://www.facebook.com/HUD/), and Instagram
(https://www.instagram.com/hudgov/).
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