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Secretary Noem Announces ‘Operation River Wall’ To Bolster
Southern Border Security Against Illegal Immigration

Release Date: October 20, 2025
The Trump Administration is using every tool at its disposal to keep the southern border secure

WASHINGTON - On Monday, United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced the start of Operation River Wall to secure the Rio
Grande against illegal immigration, narco-terrorists, and other criminal activity at our Southern Border.

For this unprecedented mobilization, the Coast Guard will surge response boats, shallow watercraft, command and control assets, and tactical teams
to Make America Safe Again — beginning with more than 100 boats and hundreds of personnel.

These assets and personnel — under Coast Guard Forces Rio Grande — will control, secure, and defend the U.S border along approximately 260 miles
of the Rio Grande Valley. Through centuries of defending America in riverine, coastal, and offshore environments, the Coast Guard has honed the
unique capabilities and experience needed to secure this complex environment.

“President Trump delivered the most secure southern border in U.S. history in record time, and now, our goal is to make sure it stays that way for the long
run,” Secretary Noem said in a statement. “The men and women of the U.S. Coast Guard are experts at defending America’s maritime borders--they
have been doing that with honor, respect and devotion to duty since 1790. Now, Coast Guard Forces Rio Grande and Operation River Wall will be a force
multiplier in defending against illegal immigration.”

"The U.S. Coast is the best in the world at tactical boat operations and maritime interdiction at sea, along coasts, and in riverine environments,” said
Adm. Kevin E. Lunday, Acting Commandant of the Coast Guard. “Through Operation River Wall, the Coast Guard is controlling the U.S. southern border
in the Rio Grande River in eastern Texas.”

Operation River Wall will build on the Trump administration's historic successes at the southern border and is just the latest innovative way Secretary
Noem and President Trump are defending the border.

For five straight months, the Trump administration has released zero illegal aliens into the country. DHS recently announced (https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CLO/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhs.gov%2Fnews%2F2025%2F10%2F07%2Flowest-fiscal-year-border-patrol-apprehensions-1970/1/0101019a03a3597a-d13a5ale-9f78-4aeb-
812c-0da2d47ed404-000000/m|VSKdTHP6UfXnMUUyI-AXMAg JMPO644lYhu69i0T4=427) that in Fiscal Year 2025, U.S. Border Patrol had its lowest southwest border

apprehensions since 1970 -- a testament to the strength of the DHS’ robust defense of America’s southern border.

And on October 10, the Trump administration announced (https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fnational-media-

release%2Fdhs-cbp-award-45b-new-contracts-under-obbb-smart-wall-construction/1/0101019a03a3597a-d13a5ale-9f78-4aeb-812c-0da2d47ed404-000000/IAgbKbY-RC-

KWzvIWXLK3C1hdUnociENONnIMIKv9sXo=427).$4.5 billion worth of contracts to construct 230 miles of “Smart Wall” -- a hybrid border security system that

combines steel barriers, waterborne barriers, patrol roads, lights, cameras, and advanced detection technology to bolster defense at the southern
border.
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