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Two senior Ice officials reassigned over
slow rate of deportations and arrests

Top-ranking immigration enforcement officials removed
from their positions reportedly due to deportation numbers
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O Federal law enforcement officers conduct an immigration enforcement operation in Denver,
Colorado, on 5 February. Photograph: Hyoung Chang/Denver Post/Getty Images

Two senior Immigration and Customs Enforcement (Ice) officials have been
reassigned amid frustration that deportation and arrest numbers were not
increasing fast enough to meet Donald Trump’s targets.

Russell Hott and Peter Berg, the two highest-ranking members of Ice’s
enforcement agency, were removed from their positions, the Washington
Post first reported, citing three people with knowledge on the moves. Hott
was reassigned to Ice’s local office in Washington DC, and Berg to St Paul,
Minnesota.

Todd Lyons, a senior executive from Ice’s Boston office, will now take over as
the acting head of Ice’s enforcement and removal operations, the Post
reported.

A Department of Homeland Security spokesperson, Tricia McLaughlin,
confirmed the reassignments in a statement to the Post: “Ice needs a culture
of accountability that it has been starved of for the past four years. We have a
president, DHS secretary, and American people who rightfully demand
results, and our Ice leadership will ensure the agency delivers.”

During his campaign, Trump promised to carry out “millions and millions”
of deportations of undocumented immigrants. But arrests under Ice have
slowed down in February compared with 800-1,200 arrests a day in late
January, Reuters reported. Ice has also stopped posting daily arrest figures.

Trump was reportedly “angry” at deportation and arrest levels, NBC News
reported last week.

“It’s driving him nuts they’re not deporting more people,” one person with
knowledge on Trump’s thinking told NBC.

Trump’s “border czar”, Tom Homan, who previously led Ice, also said he was
“not satisfied” with the number of Ice arrests, in comments to the press on
Tuesday.

“Sanctuary cities are putting roadblocks up. We’ve got leaks. So we need to
increase the arrests of illegal aliens, especially those with criminal
convictions. So we’re going to continue,” he said.
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Ice has also released detainees as some detention centers exceeded their
maximum capacity, much to Trump officials’ ire.

To boost figures, Trump officials have issued new arrest quotas, with Ice
expected to carry out at least 1,200 to 1,500 arrest a day and 75 arrests a day
for Ice field offices, the Post reported. Experts have warned that such
strategies will probably lead to the arrest of undocumented people without
criminal records.
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Why you can rely on the Guardian not to bow to Trump - or
anyone

I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I wanted to ask
whether you could support the Guardian’s journalism as we begin to cover
the second Trump administration.

As Trump himself observed: “The first term, everybody was fighting me. In
this term, everybody wants to be my friend.”

He’s not entirely wrong. All around us, media organizations have begun to
capitulate. First, two news outlets pulled election endorsements at the
behest of their billionaire owners. Next, prominent reporters bent the knee
at Mar-a-Lago. And then a major network - ABC News - rolled over in
response to Trump’s legal challenges and agreed to a $16m million
settlement in his favor.

The Guardian is clear: we have no interest in being Donald Trump’s - or any
politician’s - friend. Our allegiance as independent journalists is not to
those in power but to the public. Whatever happens in the coming months
and years, you can rely on the Guardian never to bow down to power, nor
back down from truth.

How are we able to stand firm in the face of intimidation and threats? As
journalists say: follow the money. The Guardian has neither a self-
interested billionaire owner nor profit-seeking corporate henchmen
pressuring us to appease the rich and powerful. We are funded by our
readers and owned by the Scott Trust - whose only financial obligation is
to preserve our journalistic mission in perpetuity.

What’s more, we make our fearless, fiercely independent journalism free to
all, with no paywall - so that everyone in the US can have access to
responsible, fact-based news.

With the new administration boasting about its desire to punish
journalists, and Trump and his allies already pursuing lawsuits against
newspapers whose stories they don’t like, it has never been more urgent,
or more perilous, to pursue fair, accurate reporting. Can you support the
Guardian today?

We value whatever you can spare, but a recurring contribution makes the
most impact, enabling greater investment in our most crucial, fearless
journalism. As our thanks to you, we can offer you some great benefits -
including seeing far fewer fundraising messages like this. We’ve made it
very quick to set up, so we hope youw’ll consider it. Thank you.
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