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WASHINGTON— Over the past year, the United States has taken a series of steps to address the ongoing humanitarian challenges in
Central America, particularly for the many vulnerable individuals attempting to leave the region and come to the United States, while
also promoting safe and orderly migration and border security. As part of this ongoing effort, the United States is announcing the
following initiatives to help vulnerable families and individuals from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.

Today, the Government of Costa Rica has announced that they have agreed to enter into a protection transfer arrangement (PTA)
with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to help address this
regional migration challenge. This announcement is an important step forward for this program and the United States applauds
Costa Rica’s consistent leadership on human rights and demonstrated capacity as a capable partner in addressing this regional
migration challenge.

“Through the Central American Minors program, the U.S. government offers an alternative, safe, and legal path to the United States
for children seeking protection from harm or persecution in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras,” said Secretary of Homeland
Security Jeh Johnson. “Today, we are expanding these resettlement opportunities to additional vulnerable individuals within the
region. This will increase the number of individuals to whom we are able to provide humanitarian protection while combating
human smuggling operations."

Through coordination with UNHCR and IOM, the United States government will pre-screen vulnerable applicants from the region
seeking protection. After pre-screening, this arrangement will allow UNHCR and IOM to transfer applicants most in need of
immediate protection to Costa Rica, where they will undergo refugee processing before being resettled to the United States or
another third country.

Additionally, for cases not requiring immediate transfer to Costa Rica, the United States is establishing an in-country referral
program to enable vulnerable residents in this region to be considered for refugee protection in the United States after being
screened and interviewed by Department of Homeland Security officers in their countries of origin.

The United States is also pleased to announce an expansion of our existing Central American Minors program, which currently
provides children in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras with a safe and orderly alternative to the dangerous, irregular journey
that some children are currently undertaking to reach the United States. As of today, the United States has received more than 9,500
applications for this program, which allows a lawfully-present parent within the United States to request refugee status for their
children located in one of these three countries. When accompanied by a qualified child, the following additional categories of
applicants may also be considered under this program:

e sons and daughters of a U.S.-based lawfully-present parent who are over 21 years old;
e thein-country biological parent of the qualified children;

o caregivers of qualified children who are also related to the U.S.-based lawfully present parents.

As the United States has made clear in the past, we are committed to protecting Central Americans at risk and expanding
resettlement opportunities in the region. The steps taken today, and over the past year, are another example of the creative
solutions being taken across the federal government to make progress on this issue. Today’s actions will not solve this challenge
alone, but are steps in the right direction and are a further example of the United States’ continued commitment to this ongoing
situation.

For further information, please go to https://www.uscis.gov/CAM or contact PRMPress@state.gov.

HHH

Topics: Border Security, Citizenship_and_Immigration_Services

Last Published Date: July 26, 2016

_ 7 Homeland 7
Topics Get Involved How Do I’ Security News About DHS Site Links

DHS Components  Accountability  Privacy FEOQIA  NoFearAct Accessibility PRlainWriting  Plug-ins  Inspector General  TheWhite House  USA.gov.


https://www.dhs.gov/
https://www.dhs.gov/topics
https://www.dhs.gov/news
https://www.dhs.gov/focus
https://www.dhs.gov/how-do-i
https://www.dhs.gov/get-involved
https://www.dhs.gov/about-dhs
https://www.dhs.gov/
https://www.dhs.gov/archive
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news
https://www.dhs.gov/contact-us
https://www.dhs.gov/frequently-requested-pages
https://www.dhs.gov/sitemap
https://www.dhs.gov/facebook
https://www.dhs.gov/twitter
https://www.dhs.gov/instagram
https://www.dhs.gov/linkedin
https://www.dhs.gov/flickr
https://www.dhs.gov/youtube
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHS/subscriber/new
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news-releases/blog
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/events
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news-releases/fact-sheets
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news-releases/press-releases
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/news-releases/speeches
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/07/26/us-expands-initiatives-address-central-american-migration-challenges#
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/07/26/us-expands-initiatives-address-central-american-migration-challenges#
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/07/26/us-expands-initiatives-address-central-american-migration-challenges#
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/07/26/us-expands-initiatives-address-central-american-migration-challenges#
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/07/26/us-expands-initiatives-address-central-american-migration-challenges#
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/07/26/us-expands-initiatives-address-central-american-migration-challenges#
https://www.dhs.gov/dhs-component-websites
https://www.dhs.gov/performance-financial-reports
https://www.dhs.gov/privacy-policy
https://www.dhs.gov/freedom-information-act-foia
https://www.dhs.gov/homeland-security-no-fear-act-reporting
https://www.dhs.gov/accessibility
https://www.dhs.gov/plain-writing-dhs
https://www.dhs.gov/plug-information
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/

